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( 33 ) 
II. — Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(6)— Working of the Cour is. 


79. The Indian ee Secon on * ore retirement 
3 of Mr. K. M. Chatterji in the following terms: — 
W Is this the way that eee should treat 
its officers when they have grown grey inits service ? A man devotes the 
best years of his life to the service of the Government, and when he is old and 
unprepared to take to any new calling in life, the Government tells him to go; 
the Government refuses to give an extension even for a year, for which he 
humbly prays, even though everybody has implicit confidence in his honesty 
and ability. Can anything be more regrettable ? Does Government intend 
to provide for an unsuccessful European member of the Bar, and take the 
bread out of a deserving Indian’s mouth?“ 

80. The Bengalee quotesthe figures of cases pending before the Jadges 

Ibid. of the Small Cause Court at the close of last year, 

which show that Mr. Chatterji had the smallest 

number. ‘This fact discloses Mr. Chatterji’s vigour and the energy with which 
he is able to cope with his work. 

His compulsory retirement is, therefore, a wrong done to him individually 
and a wrong done to the public in depriving them of a highly efficient officer 
and throwing an additional tax upon the tax-payer by the payment of his 
pension. In these circumstances, the Benyalee appeals to His Honour the 
— Governor to reconsider this matter. 


(d) - Education. 


81. Power and Guardian entirely agrees with Dr. Lal Madhab Mukerji, 
Rai Bahadur, in the opinion that medical men 

une difference between Indian trained in India are not inferior to members of 
mon trained in India. the Indian Medical Service. Experience of the 
| country, and the ailments of its people which 
graduates of the Indian Universities possess at the commencement of their 
a is gained by an Indian Medical Service man only after long residence in 
ndia. : 
82. Criticising the constitution and personnel of the Education Com- 
mission, the Hindoo Patriot takes exception to 
the nomination of the Hon'ble Dr. Ashutosh 
Mukhopadhaya as the local member for the Calcutta University, and says that 
the appointment of either the Hon’ble Mr. Guru Das Bannerji or the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. M. Bose would have given greater satisfaction. It also bemoans the 
absence of a native member from the Punjab and North-Western Provinces, 
2 are several distinguished native gentlemen who could have been 

selected. 

83. The Bengalee is not inspired with confidence by the presence of 
113 the Hon'ble Sayyid Husain Belgrami as the only 
eee Indian member on the Education Commission, and 

has no hesitation in saying that that gentlemen is hopelessly incompetent to 
represent the opinion of his educated contrymen, with whom he is not in touch. 


It expresses satisfaction at the selection of the local members represent- 
ing the different universities. 


The Education Commission. 


(e Municipal Administration and Local Self-Government. 


84. The Bengalee writes eral a Rate-payers’ 2 at Bhatpara was 

3 an unheard af thing before, but the vagaries of the 

The Bhatpara Munieipeit.. present Municipal Executive have necessitated the 

formation of such an association for the ventilation of the grievances of the rate- 
payers. | 8 

The journal appeals to the District Magistrate gf the 24-Parganas to look 

into the matter, for as long as the Municipality is composed of Mill Assistante, 

0 


a class of men who are not in touch with the local public, their complaints must 
go unheeded. 
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85. The following is taken from the Indian Nation :— 

„We never thought that our predictions in 
Appointments in the Caleutta regard to the distribution of appointments in the 
— Calcutta Corporation would come so near a literal 
fulfilment. We give one or two items of news that have reached us. The present 
Accountant of the Corporation is a Bengali. He has a European Assistant 
on ks, 200 a month. The General Committee are said to have resolved to 
appoint this Assistant as Chief Accountant on Rs. 500 a month. No 
3 issued; therefore, no applications received. The European 
Assistant, — against whom we know nothing, but whose qualifications are also 
unknown to us,—is to be put over the head of his present superior and given 

two and a half times his present pay. Then again, there are four Hackne 
Carriage Inspectors whose functions extend over the modest area of about 100 
square miles. These persons have been informed, it is said, by a Committee that 
they must retire. Their place is to be taken by men of active habits who can 
ride ponies and bicycles ; that is, presumably by Europeans. In place of four, 
however, twelve are to be appointed. What the present Inspectors are to do, 
after being got rid of for no offience, we cannot say. Why they are not given 
a chance of learning to ride, within, say, a month, we cannot say. Why, if 


superior men are to be appointed, should twelve do the work of four, we cannot 
say. This is the new order that has replaced the old.” 


(9)—Ratiways and Communications including Canals and Irrigation 


86. The following is taken from the Bengalee:— 


‘We understand that a lurgely-signed petition 

_ The Kola Road. from the inhabitants of a — 
Khadinan, Machhinan, Boradanga, Bathanberia and the other adjoining vil- 
lages within thana Panchkura in Midnapore district has been submitted to 
the Chairman of the District Board of Midnapore, bringing to his notice the 
serious inconvenience and hardship caused to the public by reason of the 
breaches in and want of repairs of Kola Road. Kola Road has been much in 
evidence of late, and in view of its importance as leading to Kola, a local mart, 
it should long ago have attracted the attention of the District Board authorities. 
The petitioners make out a strong case and have set forth their grievances in 


‘clear and succinct language. We hope their prayer will not be a far cry in 


the wilderness, but will receive the prompt attention of the Chairman.” 
87. The Bengalee asks the Manager of the Eastern Bengal State Rail- 
way to look into the causes of the block in the goods 
1 = . the Eastern traffic which has occurred at the Saidpur Station. 
No less than 45 thousand bales of jute have 


been allowed to accumulate in the goods shed, and when the District Traffic 


BENGALEE, 
28th Jan. 1902 


HBNGALBE, 
96th Jan. 1902. 


Superintendent at Said pur was asked to expedite their transmission, he wired 
saying: Whatever waggons were available were being supplied.“ This 
apparent indifference on the part of the Railway authorities has been telling 
seriously on jute trade, and merchants have stopped purchasing jute in case 
it should arrive too late to meet the demand. The situation, concludes the 
Bengalee, has thrown the cultivators into despair, as the 5-anna’ crop yet 
remains to be harvested. 

88. Ina later issue, the same paper expresses dissatisfaction with the 

112 system of registration of consignments of jute for 

* despatch to Rathtolla and Cossipur, and suggests 

that as no bales are actually sent to the former section, the waggons meant 
for that section should be utilized for clearing the congested traffic. 

89. The Bengalee points out that, whereas English mail letters are 
carried ten thousand miles for one anna postage 
with a weight of 24 éollahs, Indian letters, paying 
the same postage, are carried from one place to another in India with a weight 
of only 14 éollahs. It can conceive no grosser anomaly or graver injustice 
than this, and suggests that whether a letter is intended for India or for 
England, an anna postage should cover 23 follahs. It also thinks it: would be 


advantageous to introduce a quarter-anna postage for letters with a- weight, 
say of half a tollal. 


jAnomaly in India postage. 


1 


() - General, 


90. Adverting to Mr. Turner’s cool“ proposal at the recent meeting 
of the planting and commercial community of Cal- 
| cutta to meet the deficit in the British Exchequer, 
which necessitates the increased duty on tea, by an annual grant in cash from 
the British-Indian exchequer, the Indian Mirror is certain that, despite his zeal 
in the planters’ cause, Lord Curzon, because he is discreet and because he is 
4 wise statesman, will simply smile at the sweetly simple suggestion of Mr. 
urner. ) 


91. The Bengalee dissents from the Hon’ble Mr. Turner’s proposicn 

er namely, that the Government of India should either 

are contribute to the increased expenditure at home, 

or towards the cost of sending an Indian corps to South Africa, instead of 
taxing the tea industry particularly. 

India, continues the journal, has had unjustly to bear u portion of the 
expenses of the Abyssinian and other wars, but Mr. Morley’s motion in the 
House of Commons against this financial injustice has set up the fixed prin- 
ciple for the future that imperial wars are to be met out of the Imperial 
Exchequer. 

A contribution from the Government, concludes the paper, would in no 
sense mean a contribution from the people, since they have no voice or share 
in the administration of the country. Self-Government alone will develop 
India’s manhood, add to her financial prosperity, and then will she be able 
to discharge with all the warmth of Orientalism and her traditional gratitude, 
the obligations she is under to England, the Mother of Free Nations. 

92. Touching on the reference made in the Hon’ble Mr. Turner’s 

N speech to Colonial help rendered to England in 
. connection with the Boer War, the Bengalee states 
that the troops sent from India and maintained by the Indian tax-payer have 
done the seme service to the Mother Country, but with less recognition. 


The Princes and people of India have not been permitted to participate 
in the struggle, although the leaders of the opposition, including Sir Henry 
Fowler, are in favour of employing native Indian troops to terminate the 
guerilla war now being carried on. 


Duty on tea. 


In any case the journal hopes that no war contribution will be paid from 


the Indian Exchequer. 
93. The Amrita Bazar Patrika contrasts the sentence of 18 months 
a =“ imprisonment passed on Mr. Ross with that of 12 
erin e years passed on the Treasury Clerk of Lahore who 
was found guilty of embezzling Government money and made the same 
defence as Mr. Ross. The two Courts took different views of the matter and 


illustrated the fact that there is one scale of punishment for the Anglo-Indian 


and another for the Indian offender. 


94. From the fact that Mr. Ross found it possible to embezzle and 

Thid. misappropriate large sums of Government money, 
it is apparent to Power and Guardian that the 
European was held to be far lers corruptible than the Indian. Tunis, concludes 
the paper, is a sad hallucination, and the lesson taught Government is the 
necessity of supervisiug the actions and transactions of all its officials without 
racial distinction. 

95. The Amrita Bazar Paitrtka, in quoting the last sentence of the 
Viceroy’s Resolution, points out that His Excel- 
lency claims the possession of a perfect knowledge 
of everything connected with land revenue in all 
the previous stages of Indian History, and remarks that, however severo their 
landed systems were, the Princes who preceded British rule never took mone 
out of India and did not therefore impoverish thé country. fae 

Commenting further on the Resolution the journal remarks that it is 
unable to accept many of the conclusions arrived at by His Excelleney owing 
to insufficient reasons being given, and goes on to say that of course these 
statements must be correct when made by His Excellency the Viceroy, but that 
there are statements in the Resolution which seem to men of lower place not 
only mere assumptions, but also not absolutely correct. 


Lord Curzon on land revenue 
and famine. 
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The contention that famines are largely due to poverty caused by over 
assessment is, it agrees, a false issue, but over-assessment produces deadly 
effects when accompanied by drain. 

The Patrtka gives its reasons to show that Bengal does not enjoy excep- 
tional advantages in comparison with the other provinces affected by famine, 


The Rent Acts for instance, are claimed to have protected the raiyats 
against the encroachments of zamindars, but asa matter of fact they ruined 
both, and led to enhancement of rent. 


96, The Indian Nation does no more just now than present the sum- 

2 mary of the conclusions which the Government 

a= = land revenue glaims to have established in its review of the 

5 land revenue policy pursued in this country. It 

is not prepared to pass any judgment on the Resolution at the present moment, 

but, regarding it as an answer to Mr. R. C. Dutt and others, says that the 

Government is to be complimented at once on its boldness, its fairness, and the 
courtesy it shows by the recognition it gives to criticisms. 


97. Criticising the contention of the Government of India that, if the 
permanent settlement of the country were a pro- 

_— tection against famine, Bihar, where the system 
obtains, would not have been overtaken by it once in 1874 and again in 1897, 
the Amrita Bazar Patrika maintains that the 1874 famine wasamyth. Its 
special correspondent was deputed at the time through several. districts in 
Behar, but was unable to find the existence of famine anywhere in that 
province. 


As for the famine of 1897, it was impossible for Bihar, in view of the 
existence of famine in the adjoining districts of the North-Western Provinces, 
to avoid the calamity, and, with regard to its costliness, His Excellency the 
Viceroy ought to have been told that the expenses in connection with it were 
doubled and quadrupled, owing to the employment, by the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal of 17 Europeans on salaries of 2 and 3 hundred rupees a 
month, plus Rs. 100 horse allowance each. 


It was these needy Europeans with unlimited resourses at their disposal, 
who administered the famine of Bihar in 1897. They had no motive to be 
economical; they had every motive to be extravagant. No wonder the Bihar 
famine cost more than those in other provinces,” 


The Patrika recommends His Excellency the Viceroy to obtain and peruse 
the Black Pamphlet” and “the Ruin of an Indian Province,” two publica- 
tions which will indicate the causes which have neutralised to a considerable 


have something to do with the appointment of the 
* Estate — and his ö Behar Herald 
ag that Government should avail itself of the services of Mr. Co 
f the Tikari Estate, as he is really a capable and good man. This gentle 
may be induced to accept the assistantship on his present pay. 3 
The journal regards the appointment of a European manager as a neces- 
sary evil, if it is an evil at all, and suggests that managers of big estates should 
be vested with some sort of magisterial powers, | 
99. In this article the Bengalee deals with the way in which a separa- 
2 tion could be effected between the Judicial and 
pecParation of the Judicial and Executive in subdivisions of districts, without 
a much additional expense. It suggests the amal- 
gamation of kanungoes with Sub-Deputy Collectors, and the throwing open 
of the combined class to open competition, whereby as good men might be 
secured as are ut present obtained for the post of Deputy Magistrate. Men of this 
class the Bengalee would see no harm in promoting in course of time to Deputy 
Magistrates. If this could be done, third class Magisterial powers. could be 
given to experienced kanungoes about to rise to the rank of Suh-Deputy Collec- 
tor, and those Sub-Deputy Collectors who would prefer the Judicial to the 
Executive Branch of the Service could be entrusted with the powers of a second 
class Magistrate. The kanungo could, when his pay and prospects are increased, 


\ 


man | 


( 87 ) 


be placed in charge of the Subdivisional Treasury and some of the routine 
executive work of the subdivision. 3 aN : 1 
100. The Lyall case, writes Power and Guardian, has shown. to what 


The Lyall cose and the verdicts 


of Jurymen. go to protect one of their brethren from the rigors 


of the law; but it has also shown, to the great 
discomfiture of the Anglo-Indian section, that verdicts are liable to be set aside 
by the High Courts. The journal believes that Indian juries are formed by 
men generally above temptation who do not return any other verdicts than 
what the circumstances of the case merit, hence it is in a minority of cases 
that verdicts are required to be set aside. On the other hand there are too 
many instances to prove that verdicts have often been improperly set aside; 
but since it is impossible to frame a definite rule to suit both cases, it would 
perhaps be best to make jury-trial final, although this would mean that children 
of the soil must see Europeans who have caused them bodily injuries go 
unpunished. | = 

101, The Htndoo Patriot appeals to Mr. Bignell, the Commissioner of 
Police, Calcutta, to enquire into the status of the 
several clubs which have come into existence 
lately with no other object in view than to hold sweepstakes in connection with 
races, and to suppress them at once, 

It also invites the Collector of Income-Tax and the License Officer of the 
Calcutta Corporation to take up the question of the payment by Bookmakers 
aud Totalizators of these several taxes, from which there is no reason to 
exempt them. 

102. The Amrita Bazar Pairska writes as follows :— 

We understand that the question of starting a 
school for the practical re of agriculture to 
land-holders is under the contemplation of the 
Government of India. The matter was first broached at a conference on 
education held at Simla in September last. The Bengal Government is now 
collecting the views of the various associations of the land-holders on the 
subject. We are glad to see that the movement was set on foot by the zemin- 
dars themselves. The difficulty, however, lies in this. If you start an 

icultural school, you need teachers. But where are they to come from? 
Englishmen are not competent nor perhaps any European; for climatic condi- 
tions are so very different from those obtaining in Europe that their experience 
will be of ve “Tittle avail to an Indian agriculturiss. The first thing to- be 


Clubs, lotteries and bookmakers. 


School of Agriculture for land- 
holders. 7 


done is to follow in the wake of Russia, which is sending its own people to 


America to study agriculture. „ 6 

103. The Bengalee is glad to learn that the Secretary of State has no 
objection to the appointment of a Commission to 
enquire into the economic condition of India. 
a: There is no better means of settling the question 
whether India is or is not becoming more and more impoverished under British 
rule, and if the belief that it is is well-founded, remedial measures are urgently 
needed. In that sense, therefore, the labours of the proposed Commission, 

which must involve a free, full and fair enquiry, cannot but be invaluable, 
104. Reverting to the * of the Annual Reports of the working of 
the Government Central Press, the J engalee persists 
3 | in its contention that the reports serve the purpose 
of misleading the reader and effectually hood-winking the Government in 

respect of the actual expenditure . in keeping up the establishment. 
Different meanings are attached to the same words to serve different 
purposes, the expressions ‘‘ Disbursements” and Payments to workmen” 
meaning sometimes more and sometimes less than what has been actually paid 
or disbursed. Instances of this are given, which the journal says, may be 
verified by an examination of the press office records. | oe 
105. If, as Sir Mackworth Young says, associations and organised 
5 bodies are 2 3 are 28 * 

he value of Associations & overnment and public spirited ness, the a 

Wenn el fails to cag Be pot some Officials should object 


Commission to enquire into the 
economic condition of India. 


he Government Central Press. 


lengths the European community in India would 
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and which does more to create and foster public spirit than a hundred ussocia- 
tions acting in an isolated fashion. 

106. The Bengalee would like „our tried friends in both Houses of 
fl ta aes jl seg ” to oo an e contribution 
datribut on rem tae amen from the Imperial Exchequer towards the main- 
— — . che Indian 3 portions of which 

are constantly employed for imperial purposes, and 
which virtually forms au Imperial Reserve. 

If there is to be no reduction of this army, let India be relieved of that 
share of the burden which ought to be imposed upon the predominant partner. 
This is a just demand, and it will, says the Beng ꝛlee, be hard to resist it some 
day—and not a very distant day either.” 


III. —LdISCATION. 


107. Power and Guardian deplores the lot of the Native Prince who 
Watt abet. runs the painful risk of offending, reasonably or 
unreasonably, the ‘‘ purple political” who is placed 
over him as an adviser, but who is in reality a master. 

The Chief of Suket has not proved an exception, for he has been publicly 
insulted by the Commissioner for his non-compliance of a request which was at 
best an illegal one, : 

The journal appeals to Lord Curzon to look into the case of this unfor- 
tunate Prince and to reform these purple politicals who are exercising a control 
which was last experienced at the 5 of the Moghul despots. 

108, The Bengale expresses regret that the Commission refused the 

— copy of the judgment in the Panna 
case, and hopes His Excellency the Viceroy will 
take into his favourable consideration the application for a copy, and afford the 
Maharaja and Achhelal every opportunity to prove their innocence. If there 
is no precedent in favour of such a course, the Bengalee is of opinion that His 
Excellency is strong enough to create one, and justice demands that such a 
precedent should be created. 

109. The following paragraph appears in the Amrita Bazar Pairtka :— 

) “When the Government has a policy to carry 
out in regard to Indian Princes, it can adopt any 
it chooses. But if it desires to take the people along with it in carrying out 
that policy, it should adopt one which is likely to serve that purpose. 
Possibly Panna has been rightly convicted, but it is extremely doubtful 
whether the general public will accept this view. When a man is accused 
of a crime, be hea prince or a peasant, he ought to be given the fairest pos- 
sible trial. But we cannot say Panna had it. He ought to have been made 
over to twelve nobles of his State, or say, half a dozen of his peers in the 
native Princes or jurors, with a British Judicial Officer presiding as Judge. If 
twelve nobles of a State find its Prince guilty of an offence, then every one 
is bound to consider the verdict as strictly correct. In the case of Panna, 
the Government of India is the prosecutor and its servants are Judges. The 
latter could not acquit the Prince without throwing their master into inextric- 
able difficulties. If the Judges in the Panna case had acquitted the Prince, 
they would have fastened upon the Government a disagreeable burden which 
it did not know how to dispose of. In the event of his acquittal, the Govern- 
ment could have never reinstated Panna to his throne, charged as he was with 
murder and treated as he was like a felon. Of course, we do not mean to say 
that the Commissioners were influenced by any such consideration, but we are 
talking of public opinion. As we said before, to secure public opinion the 
Government has to act in a manner which would preclude even any supposition 
of unfairness. Our proposal is that if a Prince were accused of any crime, 
he ought to be made over to the nobles of his State for trial.” 

110. Having regard to the close connection between the cases of the 

1 Maharaja and Achhelal, the Bengaiee once again 

| appeals to His Excellency the Viceroy to direct 

the publication of the report in the Maharaja’s case and the furnishing of @ 
28 it to the Maharaja with a view to his making any remarks that he may 
ink fit. 1 ou 


The Panna Case. 


Ibid. 
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111. The Indian Mirror agrees with Lord Curzon in the advisability 

of remodelling the Indian Chiefs’ Colleges, but 

8 Curzon on Indian Chiefs’ ventures to undeceive His Excellency, who, in 

olleges.. his address, implied that education was unknown 

among the ruling and aristocratic familes of Ancient India. It was, writes 

the Mirror, from the Educational institutions founded by the Rishis, that men 

of the highest culture emanated, and coming down to more recent times, there 
are several Chiefs who are famous as able rulers and keen men of business. 


112. The Bengalee supplements His Excellency’s observations on this 

nie subject by pointing out some of the dangers which 

ag should be guarded against in remodelling the con- 

stitution of the Raj Kumar Colleges. They are, (1) denationalization, 2) too 

much athletics, and (3) a too exclusive military education. ‘ All will admit 

that it is not possible for an Indian Chief to do much good either to himself 

or to his subjects, or even to his over-lord, by acquiring proficiency in military 

training. The object of the Colleges should be to turn out enlightened admin- 

strators of extensive principalities, and not commanders of Imperial Service 
contingents,” , 

The paper speaks with appreciation of His Excellency’s habits of action 
in grasping this subject and endeavouring to eradicate the evils which have gune 
unheeded for so many years, and expects great and far-reaching results Rees 
the deliberations of the Conference. Its constitution is sufficiently compre- 
hensive to command popular confidence, and the publication of its report will 
be looked forward to with not only interest but eagerness, 


113. Returning to this subject, the Indian Mirror regards with serious 
mistrust the omission, conscious or unconscious, 
from His Excellency’s uddress of any mention of 
the spiritual welfare of the students of the Raj Kumar Colleges, and it is to 
this aspect of the question that it invites His Excellency’s attention. 

It is also disappointed that the Nizam of Hyderabad, the Gaekwar of 
Baroda, two Kathiwar Chiefs, or representatives from Cochin, Mysore, Travan- 
core or Sir Protap Singh were not invited to the conference. Any of these 
noblemen would have been better able to help the Viceroy in readjusting the 
very large interests involved. 


Ibid. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUR, 


114. Commenting on the various Conferences held recently in connec- 
1 tion with the social system of the Hindus, the 

b Reis and Rayyet remarks that orthodox India is 
passing through changes which show the hand of Western civilization. Within 
the last quarter of a century it has taken a bold step unknown in former 
years. The seed of social evolution has been sown broadcast. Those who 
objected to Government interfering with matters they believed to be religious, 
do not at present hesitate to ask the same Government to fix their social status 
and to restore them their places in the orders of caste. Eastern education is 
not less blameable than the Western for having convulsed native society. 
Notwithstanding all their efforts, Indians cannot be Europeans and evolution 
will produce manners and customs conformable to the needs of advancing 


society. They cannot remain an antiquated race for all time. There must be 
mending or ending. 


115. Power and Guardian declares the utter uselessness of Mr. Risley’s 

: attempt to fix the precedence of Hindu castes, and 

of Hin alten the precedence expresses regret thatthe leaders of the Hindu 

ie N. should have complied with the 

illegitimate request of the Census Comm issioner.“ The division of Hindus 

into castes was made centuries ago by Rish% and the sages, and to re-arrange 

them now would be an impracticable task for the Hindu and a still more 

impossible one for the foreigner, ‘‘no matter whether he wields the sceptre 
or not. | 
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The journal’s advice to the Kayesths, who have carried matters still 
further by organising sub-committees, is that they should devote their attens 
tion at Conferences to practical questions, such as the curtailment of marria ge 
and other ceremonial expenses, instead of frittering away their energies on 
unprofitable discussions which would in no way better their condition. | 
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